
13. Daybook of Payments in Kindl 

P.Mich. inv. 4710/26/B 17F/A recto 
Glasses 146 and 145 

middle 2"d cent. CE 

The sheet of light brown papyrus consists of two fragments. On the recto, the text 
runs with the fibers and is distributed over four columns, the first of which 
preserves only line endings. The upper and the lower margins are preserved to an 
extent of about 1.5 cm. In the upper margin, the numbers of columns are indicated 
starting from 8 and reaching 10. The space between the columns varies from 2 to 
3 cm. There is a kollesis at c. 5 cm from the left edge, and another one running at 
ea. 17 cm from the preceding one. 

The sheet is damaged throughout, with a small break towards the middle of the 
lower part and a longer one in correspondence to the line where the two fragments 
are joined. Many holes clutter the right and the left parts of the papyrus. The 
skilled cursive hand resembles that of P.Mich. IV 224 and 225 (Pll. ii and iii); a 
date near 150 CE seems to be suggested by the prosopographical evidence (see 
notes). Some persons bear Roman names, such as ref:LeA.(A.oc) (ii 3), and nan(
pto(c) (U 18). 

The inventory number points to House B 17, Room F, in Karanis, and therefore 
to the second century CE "archive" of Socrates, son of Sarapion (see Introduction 
with footnote 2). Indeed the handwriting shows similarities also with that of 
Michigan papyrus 362, one of the famous tax-rolls (P.Mich. IV 2). Despite several 
analogies the two pieces do neither belong to the same roll nor to the same 
category of document. No. 13 comprises numbered columns, each of which 
contains a list of names arranged by dates and followed by figures, with totals at 
the end of (almost) every day, like the Michigan rolls, showing the typical layout 
and structure of a "daybook", i.e. the basic register kept at the tax collectors' 
offices to record the daily incomes in cash or kind2 • However, the new list deals 
with payments in kind, and not in cash as the said tax-rolls. The elements of a 

I I am deeply indebted to 0. Pearl's readings in some of the lines of this text. Thanks arc due to 
G. Claytor who found Pearl's transcipt in the Papyrus Collection at Ann Arbor. 

2 This type of documents, among several others, is being studied within the framework of the 
project "Synopsis: Data Processing and State Management in Roman Egypt (30 BCE-300 CE)" 
conducted by Prof. Dr. Andrea Jordens (UniversiUit Heidclberg) and Dr. Uri Yiftach-Firanko 
(Hebrew University) under a grant of the German-Israeli Foundation for Scientific Research and 
Development (0-38- 111 .4/201 1). 
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typical entry comprise the type of land, the payer's name, the amounts paid in 
artabai of grain, and their total. 

The presence of such a document in this "archive", in spite of the fact that it is 
so far the only tax register in kind coming from it, is not too surprising, since we 
have an isolated attestation of Socrates apparently acting as the collector of taxes 
in kind. In SB Vl9433,9 (P.Mich. inv. 4807d ""Pearll953 , nr. 13), a receipt from 
the sitologi of Ptolemais Nea ( 163 CE), a payment made by him is acknowledged 
[. ] .. () on(J..todcov) ot(a) 'trov a1to Kapa(v(ooc), that is "for rent of public land at 
riost village name] (exploited) through the cultivators of Karanis" .3 He does not 
seem to bear any official role in this activity of collecting the rents to bring them 
to the sitologi; our document, on the other hand, was certainly composed within a 
public office. 

This daily register, which may have been of considerable length, deals with 
grain payments and pertains to different classes of land. As stated above, its 
formal structure is quite similar to that of the money tax-rolls: the numbered 
columns contain a daily subdivision of personal entries; each day is recorded in 
exOecLC with a number marked by a stroke on the left side of the column; the 
name of the month is added before the first day. Each line contains a personal 
payment entry, with the amount not always evenly aligned on the right; sometimes 
an entry can fill more than one line. Another interesting parallel with the Michigan 
tax-rolls is given by the daily totals, which are similarly highlighted by a long 
slash (y(vov'tat) and the abbreviation for nJ.t(epac), although in our document there 
is no trace of the article 'tile such as in P.Mich. IV passim. Another different 
feature from the tax-rolls is that here totals are calculated also on a period of 10 
days (col.ii 22, col. iii 7). Further annotations, numbers traced apparently by the 
same hand, are sometimes added in the left intercolumnium, their meaning not 
being clear. They cannot refer to payments deferred to different days since at line 
iv 24 we have ay recorded in the section of the day y. These annotations might re
fer to other columns, of either the same or some other roll, but such an inter
pretation is rather tentative and uncertain; they do neither find a parallel in the 
Michigan tax-rolls, where the marginal marks are related to the payment pro
cedure (see V.B. Schuman, P.Mich. IV: A Commentary, APF 20, 1983, 46-7), nor 
in the other daybooks published in P.Mich. VI and by O.M. Pearl, Part of a 
Daybook of Payments in Kind, ZPE 10, 1973, 55- 62, which show a rather 
different structure. Some figures are checked by diagonal strokes at their left; 
similar marks occur also in P.Mich. inv. 2964r, for which see Pearl , Part of a 
Daybook. 

3 The formu la lit( a) -rwv & n:o Kapa(v(lioc) should point to an cpimcrismos, "the forced 
cultivation of land at one vi llage by farmers from another"; cf. P.Mich. Micbael 3 ( 156 CE), a 
daily report of the sitologi of Ptolemais Nca to the strategus of the Mcris of llerakleides, in which 
lhe same case occurs (1. 8), and also P.Bour. 42, 286, aod P.Mich. VI 391, 8 and 15-16. 
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The names recorded are all very common in the Roman Arsinoite; they are 
nearly all abbreviated, and the patronymic is not always stated; see the 
commentary below for further notes . 

The amounts paid are apparently recorded for different kinds of land4 , if the 
abbreviation on( ) which appears at the beginning of several lines is to be 
interpreted as referring to on~oda yii . Other abbreviations in the same position are 
more difficult to interpret, though they are likely referring to types of lands as 
well. The abbreviation A.o ( ) occurs, in a different shape, also in the tax-rolls of 
P.Mich. IV, though interpreted as a tax name (but its meaning is "doubtful"). I am 
not sure whether this can be taken as an abbreviation for Ao(uptav1lc) (but cf. col. 
ii 13, 24 and col. iv 19, 25 where the abbreviation Aoupt( ) is used); the two 
abbreviations rep() and :EeK() - or perhaps :EsvtK() in Verschleifung - may also 
stand for fep(~avtKto.vi\c) and :Ee(ve)K(av1lc) respectively; the estates of Lurius, 
Germanicus and Seneca are attested in the area of Karanis and they also occur in 
the tax-rolls, though not abbreviated in the same way as here. Another recurring 
abbreviation is npo( ), which recalls npo( )8() for npo(c6)o(ou) attested in P.Mich. 
inv. 4799 (g), frs. 4+5, also from Socrates' "archive" (see No. 12). It is tempting 
to read it as still another category of land, perhaps np6coooc too , although the 
latter occurs in col. iii abbreviated in the same way as in 4799 (g), frs. 4+5. It is 
also uncertain if we can read the letters at col iii 9 as e1tt( ) with reference to 
t TttPoM (cf. P.Mich. VT 374), another land category, associated in the Roman 
period with private and catoecic land. S.L. Wallace, Taxation 20, regards the 
epibole as attached to the tepa yii; cf. also A.C. Johnson, The dntPoM of Land in 
Roman Egypt, Aegyptus 32, 1953,61-72. 

The symbols used for fractions are those commonly found in papyri (cf. e.g. 
0 . Montevecchi , La papirologia 477); here is a list of all of them5: 

ij J/4 

o' =o = o)(?) 2
/3 

t. 1/2 

y' '/3 
d I~ 

~ 1/6 

n' - 11 = n) (?) 'Is 
t'o' 1/ 12 

K'o' 1/24 

(I)' '148 

4 On the administrative state of lands in Roman Egypt see now , e.g., A. Monson, From the 
Ptolemies to the Romans: Political and Economic Change in Egypt 149- 153 and passim . 

5 For the use of t'o' (1
/ 12) and ~~:.'o' ( 1

/ 24) see e.g. P.Lond. Ill 900 (late first century CE). where the 
same fractions (e .g . r{) are marked by different strokes as they are in our text (for this feature cf. 
also Youtie, A Day-Book 274 n. ad 8). The symbol here transcribed as UY looks very much like KO, 

but the use of the long overstroke instead of the two slanting strokes suggests that it should be the 
omega- shaped sign for 1

/ 4i. ll is very doubtful the exact meaning of Ki;; due to the cursive shape of 
the first letter, it might be J.ll'l for 1

/ 48 as well. 
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It is hardly ever possible to check the calculations provided by the daily totals, 
since too many figures are lacking. The only complete sequence is that of 11. ii 
2- 5, where the total (34 1

/2 artabai) exactly matches the sum of the entries for the 
14th of Epeiph (8 1

/ 2 + 14 + 12). In other cases it is possible to verify the 
congruence of the total with single payments, as in the following sequence (ii 
23- 27), where the total of 21 1

/ 3 
1
/ 8 artabai for the 22nd of the same month is 

consistent with the sum of the previous items (8 1
/ 3 

1112 + 10 1
/ 4 + 2 + 1

/ 4 
1
/ 24) . 

The verso is much more damaged than the recto, and a full transcription would 
be very tentative and incomplete. Also that side of the papyrus contains a list of 
people with amounts in m>pou O.pta~at, distributed over three (not numbered) 
columns and the final part of a fourth one. The names do not seem to have been 
sorted alphabetically, but rather chronologically, since some month names appear 
(AMp, col. iii I. 17, and possibly <l>Clf.19(vc69) in the previous line). Each entry is 
preceded by a diagonal stroke, probably a check sign used to mark the item once 
transcribed into a different register. Some total calculations (without reference to 
the day as on the recto: e.g. (y{vovtat) (m>pou O.pta~ - ?) y ~ divide the text into 
sections, the nature of which is hard to determine. The handwriting resembles that 
on the recto, and the same symbols and abbreviations for fractions and names are 
used, but it is impossible to state whether the two documents are related to each 
other, and in which way. 

Col. i 
[~] 

] . ~ (m>pou O.pta~ - ) 11t 
] o.U() (trupou O.pta~ - ) tc;'djo' 

] . 11 .[] (m>pou O.pta~ - ) ELOY 
4 ) (I)V . KClt . ( ). . up ~ . ClOE).. (m>pou aptCl~ - ) 11t. 

] . (m>pou O.ptaP - ) ye;" 
] 'Qp{ro[v]q(c) (m>pou O.pta~ - ). c;-c;" 
] . 0troy[ ] (m>pou apta~ - ) J$OL~o 

8 ] J$'o' [ )' 
J. s-ro; (?) 

l. 
l C m>pou aptaP - ) 11r' 

12 ] (m>pou O.ptaP-) . L 
] (m>pou O.pta~ - ) [ . . ] . ' 
] (m>pou O.ptaP - ) [ 
] . (nupou O.pta~ - ) P.[ 

16 ] . 0€rovo(c) (trupou O.p-cap - ) ~ye; 
] traces 
] traces 
] ( m>pou apt a~ - ) vc;- . ;;;: 

20 ]~<QV() K~t .1tPO() (m>pou apta~ - ) ~S'rn 
) .. [ ) (m>pou apta~ - ) ~~ L 
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) traces (1tUpou apta~ - ) ~LaY 
l. S'~ 

24 ) . .( ]. (1tUpOU apta~ - ) no) y tO 
] I [ ] (1tUpou apta~ - ) od~'o' 

] . .. [.) ... (1tUpou ap1:a~ - ) ~L~o' 
] . [ ] (1tUpou apta~-) ty 

28 ] . o:- (1tUpou apta~ - ) ey'{o' 

77 

The column of which unfortunately only the right part survives should deal 
with the same month as the following one and the beginning of the third, that is 
Epeiph, since the records of Mesore begin at iii 10. 

Col. ii 
n 
(yivov1:a~) nJ.!(Epac) (1tUpou apta~ - ) <;>9~ 

t0 on() M£A.avCic KaA.A.icto(u) (1tUpou apta~ - ) nt. 
~P.<?() fEJ.!.eA.(A.oc) ITtoA.() ~q.~ 6t6cKo(poc) (1t'Upov ap1:a~ - ) lO 

4 . . () .. o . .. [ 1 (1tUpou ap1:a~ - ) tP 
(y{vovtat) nJ.!(Spac) (1tUpov apta~ - ) A.ot 

!£ ... ~q. 7tpo() 'lex() MaP,c.o(vo~) 1<(1.~ Ca~q.P,q(uc) (1tUpov ap1:a~ - ) 
[ .. ]' 

q>o() y{ff 
8 

12 l~ 
I. 

I . 
16 

20 TU., 

24 

on( ) ol a(\>"tot) (1tUpou apta~ - ) eL~ (1tUpou apta~ - ) 

1tP.Q( ) traces (1tUpOu apta~ - ?) <po() ~o.r 
~T)() 'Ay ... () . . . . (1tUpOv ap1:ap- ?) . . L 
.. J:L .. q~~ . .. (1tUpov aptaP - ) nt 

(y(vovtat) nJ..l(epac) (1tUpov ap"tap - ) ~p YlJ 
C~~() E>~CJ?V ~lOCl<OU'to(c) (1tUPOV ap1:ap - ) ny' 
Aoupt( ) 'f\p7taA.( oc) c tco( ) ( 1t'Upou aptaP - ) Tll<TI 
Cl?!$( ) ITadc.ov 'Op_(( c.ovoc) ( 1tUpov ap1:ap - ) S . [ 
O(J.!Ol(I)C) na~ouc rrapo(U'tOC) (1tUpou ap"tap - ) y 1<TI 
o(J.!o(c.oc) 'Icxu() 'Jipq.~[ ] (1tUpou aptaP - ) !$~ ~ 
J\o( ) 'HpaK() 'lex() (1tUpou ap1:ap - ) l)d 
on() Capa7tt(l)(v) ITa1tlpto(u) (1tUpou &p1:aP - ) tq.~ 
~P.<?() Tie~ .. xo(c) E>~~yq(c) (1tUpov ap1:ap-) 6. [ 
J\o() ITad(l)v Cawpo(u) (1tUpou &p1:aP - ) P~[ 

('yivov"tat) nJ..l(ep&v?) (nupou ap-rap - ) . € . q 
(y(vovta~) TI;c oexn(J..lapou) (7tUpov ap1:a~ - ) \IS [ 
~1J( ) 'Hpa1<() ~1toA.() (1tUpou aptaP - ) nt~ 

Aoupt() (7tUpov apta~ - ) td 
~T)() 'Idc.o(v) ota ... i\p7tOKP,(a"t{ovoc) (1tUpou &p1:a~ - ) p. [ 
~P.<?( ) ITt"tp(l)y ... ( 7tUpou ap1:ap - ) d 1<' o' 

(ytVOV"t<lt) nJ..l(eprov?) (1tUpOU ap"t<l~ - ) 1<(!. YT) 
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Col. iii (= 146r, col. iii + 145r, col. i) 
a 

KS' C9~( ) lladrov 'np~(rovoc) (7tUpou &p·ra~ - ) y~~ 
K~ /9 fsp() fla~q( ) (nupou &pta~ - ?) yt'o' 
K9 9 ~P.Q( ) M~C::9( ) 'HpaK( ) ~~~ [ ) . ~ 

4 M~c::ec) [(7tUpou <ipta~ - ?)] at{o' 
rsp() 0 ol a(t'>tol) (7tUpou &pta~ - ?) 0 ar ~d 

A. <po( ) on( ) f\7F~~~c 'Hpa~( ) [ ] 
0 

• 

(yivovta~) Tlic oex;n(~spou) (1t'Upou &pta~ - ) A.(~ [ 
8 (yfvovtat) toil ~'l')'yqc (7tUpou &pta~ - ) roo . 0 [ ] 0 

I I?~~(?) 
Mscopn a-

nP,q( ) f\<ppoo( ) IT to A.( ) [ 
12 Is- on() i\<ppoo() ll<icrov(oc) [ (1t'Upou &pta~ - ) ]v o 

6(~o(roc) !:<irupo(c) l;:arupo(u) (1t'Upou &pta~ - ) [ ]~ 
npo(c6)o(ou) 6 a(utoc) [ 1' 

on( ) fiK6A.( o~oc) C~pqu [ ] . 
16 Ao() Toup~() (1t'Upou &pta~ - ) 

0 

ayn 
I y 6(~o(roc) 'lex( ) .. 

0 0 
• [ ] ( 1t'Upou &pta~ - ) I?K' o' 

on() 'Hpc&o(nc) 
0 
••• 

0 
[(1t'Upou &pta~ - )] I?K'o' 

Ao() ill?. [ ] 
0 0 

••• J1~q~() (1t'Upou &p·rap - ?). ) 
20 on() [ . J. .. [ (1t'Upou &ptaP- )J. <( 

6(~o{roc) 'Ep~ [ Ao]\>P,f(ou) [ (7tUpou &ptaP - ?) ] 
0 

.) 

'FP.<?( ) IH ] 
0 

[ ]A.( ) ( 1t'Upou &ptaP - ) P~ t{ o' 
Ao() 'Hpa[K( ) ] . 

0 0 0 
() (1t'Upoi3 &ptap - ) 0 [ 

24 /]tl; 6(~o(roc) Ca 
0 

[ . 0 0 ]o() ~Y~~() (1t'Upou &prap - ) sd 
1t 0 0 () [ ] 0 0- (1t'Upoi3 &.pta~-) ~~'o' 

'FP.<?( ) IJI?~~xo( c) 0~CJ?yq( c) ( 1t'Upou &ptap - ) ~L 

Col. iv (= 145r, col. Il) 
t 

C9~( ) lladrov 'np~( rovoc) [ ] -
on() 1\~~ro() lladCJ?[v(oc) [ ] 
JF[ ] 0 0 0 1\~~0?YO (1t'Upou &ptaP - ) a K'o' 

4 fsp() ll~(o)A.() lladrov(oc) (7tUpOi3 apta~ - ) on) 
On() 'ijpaK() fleX() (7tUpOU apta~ - ) y 

!t9 ~P.<?( ) 'lex( ) M<iP.ro(voc) (1t'Upo\l &ptaP - ) aL 
I~ rep() Muce() 'HpaK() (7tUpou &pta~ - ) s~ 

8 OTJ() rvr~c;:~() A . [ (1t'Upou &pta~ - )] ~o 
~P.<?( ) ~~~CJ?Y( ) 0 0 1?~<;:( ) [ ( 1t'Upoi3 apt a~ - ) ] 

0 
o) 

(y{vovtat) n~t(£pac) (1t'Upou &ptaP - ) nLYi 
13 on() Ll{ou~o(c) "Hprovo(~) (7tUpoi3 &ptaP - ) tlyto 

12 !t Ao() 111?~1?~xo( c) 'Ap'F[ o )~[p( at(ovoc) 
011() Qa 0 •• () 'AP.~O~P.(at(ovoc) (7tUpou &pta~ - ). ( 
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nP,q( ) (1tUpou cipTa.P - ) a yw 
QlJ. . . . . 1\~<?M-U?C ) (7tUpou cip•a.P - ) . d 

16 o(~o{wc) fe~eA.~(oc) 11ToA.() OLj . ouac;: (1tUpou cipTaP - ) q.[ ] -
~P.<?() ITadwv A<ppoo() (mlpou cip'tap - ) P.~tq 

20 

y 
24 l y 

Col.i 
7] 

C~[K( )] X[ .. ] . . q.c;: Ap~q~(pa,;(ovoc) (1tUpou &ptaP - ) . . 
Aoupt() [ ... ]~ .. c;: (m>pou &p'tap - ) o) 
o(~o{wc) ... . () 'HpaK( ) (m>pou &p'tap - ) s-d . I. I 

fep(). [.] . . qc;: Xa~. ~() (1tUpou &p•aP - ) 8~o' 
(ytVOV't!lt) n~(epac) (m>pou ap'tap - ) ~O~l1

0
1 

~P.<?( ) Xa. .. () Tla~wy( oc) (m>pou &p'tap - ) os" 
011() 'lex() 'np~(wvoc) (m>pou &p•aP - ) [ . ] t'ol 
Ao~p•( ) Con() n~ . (m>pou ciptaP - ). s" 
Ql)() 'HpaK( ) fiP,e() OTJ() (m>pou &pTaP - ) po) 
Ao() i\.1-!-f.!.O?() 'HpaK( ) [(7tUpOU &p,;ap - ) ] -

J artabai of grain 8 112 

] artabai of grain 16 1
14 

1
124 

J artabai of grain 5 112 
1148 

4 J . .. artabai of grain 8 112 

] 3 116 
J son of Horion artabai of grain 6 1 I 6 

) son ofTheon artabai of grain 24 1
12 

1
112 

8 1'124 

) 6 1
148 (?) 

) . 
] artabai of grain 8 113 

12 ) artabai of grain . 1 I 2 

] artabai of grain .. . 
J artabai of grain [ 
] artabai of grain 1 OOL 

16 1 son ofTheon: artabai of grain 203 1148 

[ . .. ] 
[ . . . ] 
] artabai of grain 56 1148 

20 ] . .. and .. . : artabai of grain 26 113 
118 

] ... artabai of grain 67 112 

] .. . artabai of grain 4 1
12 '148 

] 6 3,4 

24 ] ... artabai of grain 8 213 
1
13

1
112 

] ... artabai of grain 4 114 
1124 

] .. . artabai of grain 5 1
12 

1
112 

. . ,._.. 
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1 ... artabai of grain 10 113 

28 ] ?? artabai of grain 5 113 
1112 

· -· 
I 
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Col. ii 
8 

Total of the day: artabai of grain 99 1148 

14 (for the public land?) Melanas son of Kallistos: artabai of grain 8 112 

?? Gemellus son of Ptol( ) and Dioskoros: artabai of grain 14 
4 .. . : artabai of grain 12 

Total of the day: artabai of grain 34 112 

15 21 ?? lsch() son of Maron and Satabous: artabai of grain . .. 
(for the public land?) the same: artabai of grain 5 112 

1148 artabai of 
grain . .. : 3 1148 

8 ?? . . . artabai of grain ?? 6 1148 

(for the public land?) An ... : artabai of grain . . . 112 

. . . artabai of grain 8 112 

Total of the day: artabai of grain 22 '13 '18 

12 16 (for the Senekane ousia?) Theon son of Dioskous: artabai of grain 
8 '13 

for the Louriane ousia Harpalos son of Siso( ): artabai of grain 
8 '14H? 

(for the Senekane ousia?) Pasion son of Horion: artabai of grain 
6 ... 

likewise Pabous son of Pabous: artabai of grain 3 114R? 
I 6 likewise Isch() son of Herak() : at1abai of grain 24 1148 

(for the Louriane ousia?) Herak( ) son of lsch( ): artabai of grain 
8 114 

(for the public land?) Sarapion son of Papirius: artabai of grain 11 
I 148 

?? Pet ... chos? son ofTheon: artabai of grain 9 .. . 
20 17 (for the Louriane ousia?) Pasion son of Satyros: artabai of grain 

2 '148 
Total of the day(s?): artabai of grain . 5 . 114 

Total of the ten days: artabai of grain 460 . .. 
22 (for the public land?) Herak( ) son of Apol( ): artabai of grain 

8 '/2 '/48 
24 For the Louriane ousia : artabai of grain 10 '14 

Col. iii 

(for the public land?) lsion through? .. . son of Harpokration: 
artabai of grain 2 

?? Petron son of .. . : artabai of grain 114 '124 

Total of the day(s?): artabai of grain 21 '13 '18 

26 (for the Senekane ousia?) Pasion son of Horion: artabai of grain 
3 '16 '148 

27 9 (for the Germanikiane ousia?) Paxo( ): artabai of grain 3 1112 
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29 9 ?? Mysth( ) son of Herak( ) and ?? 
4 son of Mysth( ): artabai of grain 1 . 11

24 

(for Germanikianc ousia?) the same : artabai of grain .. 1
/ 48 9 114 

30 ?? (for the public land?) Apitas son of Herak( ): ... 
Total of the ten days: artabai of grain 37 314 

8 Total of the month: artabai of grain 870 ... 
epi-?? 
Mesore 1 

?? Aphrod( ) son of Ptol( ): ... 
12 6 (for the public land?) Apbrod() son of Papon: artabai of grain 

50 213 
likewise Satyros son of Satyros: artabai of grain ... 6 
for revenue land, the same: 
(for the public land?) Pkol( ) son of Syros: ... 

16 (for the Louriane ousia?) Turb(): artabai of grain 1 113 
118 

3 likewise Isch() ... : artabai of grain 5 1124 

(for the public land?) Hcrodes ... : artabai of grain 5 1124 

(for the Louriane ousia?) Pe( ) son of Ptol( ): artabai of grain ... 
20 (for the public land?) ... : artabai of grain . 116 

likewise Herm() son of Lurius: artabai of grain . .. 
?? ... : artabai of grain 2 112 

1124 

(for the Louriane ousia?) Herak() ... : artabai of grain 
24 17 likewise Sa( ) son of Anta( ): artabai of grain 5 114 

Col. iv 

4 

8 

19 
9 

2 

12 10 

... : artaba:i of grain 2 1112 

?? Peteuchos son of Theon: artabai of grain 2 1 I 2 

(for the Senekanc ousia?) Pasion son of Horion: .. . 
(for the public land?) Ammonios son of Papon: .. . 
. . . son of Ammo( ): artabai of grain 1 1124 

(for the Germaniklane ousia?) Ptol( ) son of Pasion: artabai of 
grain 4 118 

(for the public land?) Herak( ) son of Pech( ): artabai of grain 3 
?? Isch() son of Maron: artabai of grain 1 112 

(for the Gennanikiane ousia?) Mysth( )son of Herak( ): artabai of 
grain 5 314 

(for the public land?) Mysth( ) son of A. . . : artabai of grain 10 213 
?? Ammon( ) ... : artabai of grain . .. 213 

Total of the day: artabai of grain 80 
(for the public land?) Didymos son of Heron: artabai of grain 

lO 112 113 11 12 

(for the Louriane ousia?) Peteuchos son of Harpokration: ... 
(for the public land?): Pa( ) son of Harpokration: artabai of grain .. 
?? artabai of grain 1 1 I 3 

1 I 12 



16 

20 

13. N. Reggiani, Daybook of payments in kind 

. . . Apollo( ): artabai of grain ... 1/ 4 

likewise Gemellus son of Ptol( ): artabai of grain 1 .. . 
?? Pasion son of Aphrod( ): artabai of grain 2 1

/ 2 
1
/ 12 

(for the Senekane ousia?) Ch .. . son ofHarpokration: artabai of 
grain . . . 

for the Louriane ousia ... : artabai of grain 2/3 

likewise ... son of Herak( ): artabai of grain 6 1
/4 •.• 

83 

18 (for the Germanikiane ousia?) . .. son of Cham( ): artabai of grain 

24 

Col. ii 

3 
3 

4 1/,2 
Total of the day: artabai of grain 34 1/ 2 

1
/ 12 

?? Cha() son of Papon: 4 1
/ 6 

(for the public land?) Isch() son of Horion: artabai of grain 
.. . '1,2 

for the Lourianc ousia Sop() . . . : artabai of grain 85 . .. 1/ 6 

(for the public land?) Herak( ) son of Pse- : 2 2/ 3 
?? Ammo( ) son of Herak( ): artabai of grain ... 

5 The amount of (1CUpou &p1:0.~ - ) A.ot matches perfectly the total of the day. 

7, 8 <po( ): perhaps <po(p£1:pou)? This is the transportation tax covering the costs 
of transport from the granary to the canal harbor. Cf. BGU IX 1893,29 (149 A.D.) 
and Wallace, Taxation 42-4, 372- 3. See also, in our text, iii 6. 

Either Ctco(uxou) or Ctc6(ttoc) are possible supplements: both occur in 
P.Mich.lV 225,passim. 

18 nan(plOc, lat. Papirius, cf. Meinersmann, Lateinische Worter 91 . A certain 
Papirius Apollinarius was addressed by Terentianus about legal matters (cf. 
P.Mich. VIII 475) . 

21 The total is not that of the 171
h day only, in which just one payment is 

recorded, for 2 1
/ 48 artabai: it is likely the sum of both the preceding days. 

27 There must be an a after the K of the total, since the sum of the day 's entries 
(8 ~ 1

/48 + 10 !41 + 2 .. . + ~ 1/ 24) makes 21 + some fractions. 

Col. iii 

2 Likely i.sp(ac), se. yflc. 

6 <po( ): sec above, note ad ii 7, 8. 'Hpa~( ): either 'Hpo.KA.(do-) or 'Hpo.KA.(Ci). 

8 As noted by Pearl, Part of a Daybook 1973, 55, "the large amount collected 
[in our case, 870 artabai and more], as well as the low colurru1 number, shows that 
the date must fall near the beginning of the collection period, in the harvest 
months when payments were heavy". 

9 If the reading ~1J:~( ) is correct, this is likely £m(~ol..11c), se. yflc (see Intro
duction). 
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Col. iv 

16 ou: among other possibilities one could think of 8t(a<p6pou), an extra charge 
which identifies a payment made on behalf of another village. But in this register 
this association with other villages does not appear. Cf. P.Berl. Leihg., pp. 44-45. 

N. Rcggiani 
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Preface 

The project to publish some of the Michigan papyri housed in the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo started, when C. Romer moved to Cairo in the beginning of 
2010. Supported by the German Archaeological Institute, she opened 150 enve
lopes, and catalogued, glassed and scanned their content, so that a team of 
Egyptian and international scholars could work on the texts . 

From the beginning, the aim has been that the edition of the texts should be 
produced in collaboration with Egyptian students and scholars in accordance with 
the intention of the American scholars who returned the papyri to Cairo more than 
60 years ago . 

The Michigan papyri published in this volume were excavated by American 
archaeologists in 1924 and 1926 in Karanis . As was the custom in those days, the 
finds went to America; however, in the early 50s of the last century, the Univer
sity of Michigan at Ann Arbor returned a large part of those finds in an act of 
good will to Egypt, where they became part of the holdings of the Egyptian Mu
scum; in a cupboard in the Papyrological Rooms of the Museum, they remained 
nearly untouched till 2010. OnJy few of the papyri returned were published by 
P.J. Sijpesteijn from b/w photographs in Ann Arbor. 

M. EJ-Maghrabi (University of Alexandria) was the first to join the team in 
editing the papyri and became co-editor of the volume. Later, D. Leith (University 
of Exeter), a specialist on medical papyri , and N. Rcggiani (now at the University 
of Heidelberg), a member of the International Seminar in Papyrology organized 
by R. Bagnall, contributed to the project. Finally, young scholars and students 
from run Shams University worked on documentary texts, showing their com
mand of the tools of the trade, and enhancing their abilities by participating in this 
international project. The German Academic Exchange Service in Cairo (DAAD) 
installed C. Romer as a Professor of Papyrology at Ain Shams University , where 
she was cordially welcomed by her colleagues A . Hanafi, M. Kashaf, and 
S. Omar. The efforts of all these colleagues and friends have helped this volume to 
become a reality. 

Thanks arc due to the directors of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo who sup
ported and followed the work on the Michigan papyri over the last 4 years with 
great interest: W. El-Saddiq, T. El-Awady, S. Hassan, and L. Abdel-Hamid. 
S. Hassan is to be thanked also for his warm welcome in the papyrologicallab, as 
he was the head of the Papyrological Section in the Museum; his successor, 
Kh . Abdel-Qader, continued in his footsteps . The indefatigable team of young 
restorators of the Museum cleaned and prepared the papyri for glassing under the 
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supervision of M. Othman, head of the restoration for papyri in the Museum; 
S. Staab from the Cologne Institute of Conservation Sciences completed the team 
for some months in 2012. To all of them we are extremely grateful for their sup
port and work. 

We thank S. Omar (Ain Shams University) and M. Aly (University of Man
soura) for giving us detailed information about their new project which they are to 
start soon on further Michigan Papyri in Cairo. 

This volume could not have been written without the generous support of the 
German Archaeological Institute in Cairo, which granted C. R()mer a stipend to 
live and work in Cairo from 2010 to 2012. To that institution, and to its director, 
St. Seidlmayer, thanks are due for the encouragement and the interest in material 
which is far removed in time from the objects of research usually dealt with in the 
OAr. 

From our colleagues in America who arc in charge of the Michigan Papyri at 
Ann Arbor, we received all imaginable help, whether information about find spots 
or photos of papyri which have remained in America. A. Verhoogt, Acting 
Archivist of the Collection, and S. Sencina, Collections Manager at the Kelsey 
Museum, did all they could to help in joining pieces and providing photos. 
G. Claytor, PhD student at Ann Arbor, spent time to help in identifying possible 
joins, and in adding valuable information on certain issues of the Michigan collec
tion. 

Willeke Wendrich, UCLA, head of the new excavations in Karanis which are 
currently under way, and her assistant B. Simpson provided valuable advice about 
find spots and unpublished material. To Willeke special thanks are due for 
receiving several groups of Papyrologists during two Winter Schools in the 
Fayum on the site of Karanis (organized by the German and Italian Archaeo
logical Institutes in Cairo in November 2011, and by the German Archaeological 
Institute in Cairo in November 2012), and offering stimulating guided tours . For 
most of the Egyptian students participating in the preparation of this volume, 
those visits to Karanis were the first moments of setting foot on a spot from where 
the papyri on which they were working came. 

Last, but not least, we are grateful to 0 . Hagedorn for looking through parts of 
the manuscript and for giving invaluable advise. To the editors of the Beihejte zum 
Archiv fti.r Papyrusjorschung, in particular B. Kramer, go our sincere thanks. 

We are proud to have finished this book despite deep political unrest in Egypt, 
when working conditions were not easy for anybody here. 

We dedicate this volume to the future of Papyrology in Egypt. 

December 2013 M. EI-Maghrabi 
C. Romcr 




